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comes to demand it of thee at the day of judgment ?"
Al Hakem was struck by conscience, and at once gave
the woman, not only the field, but the whole splendid
pavilion. Again, he forgave his cousin Estah, son of
Abd-Allah, at the entreaty of his sister. Soon after, there
was some disaffection at Toledo, and the governor,
Amrou, taking the opportunity of one of the young
princes passing through the city, invited four hundred
of the chiefs to a feast, and throwing them into a
dungeon, had them all beheaded, and their heads
placed on stakes outside the palace gates, to the horror
of the people, who of course accused the Khalif.
There was further discontent at a treaty made with
the King of the Asturias, which offended the more
zealous Saracens; and there was a conspiracy for
murdering him in the mosque. The plot was revealed,
and was revenged by terrible executions. Three hun-
dred heads in the forum of Cordova, with the inscrip-
tion, "Traitors to the Khalif," horrified the people.
Their wrath was increased by a new tax, intended to
maintain a guard, consisting of Berbers and of Slavonic
slaves brought from the borders of the Adriatic—men
who might be the instruments of any tyranny. There
was resistance; ten ringleaders were taken, and con-
demned to be impaled ; and when the Cordovans rose
and rescued them, the enraged Khalif, in spite of the
entreaties of his sons and all his wisest counsellors,
charged them with his troops, made a terrible slaughter,
impaled his prisoners, pulled down the quarter of the
city where the resistance had begun, and banished the
survivors. After some wanderings, they established
themselves in the island of Crete, and their fortress—
AI Khandak, or the entrenchment—finally gave the
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